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Thank you for considering 
leaving a legacy  
to Kidney Care UK
By leaving a gift in your Will to Kidney Care UK, you are making  
a promise to help care for kidney patients for years to come.  
You will stand alongside those living with kidney disease and  
their families to lead the best possible lives. 

Gifts in Wills – or legacy gifts as we 
like to call them – are essential to our 
ongoing work and the services we 
provide. In fact, a third of all the work 
we do relies on special gifts like these. 
Without them, we simply can’t fulfil 
our mission to be there for everyone 
affected by kidney disease.

We are the UK’s leading kidney 
patient support charity, and since 
our foundation in 1975, we’ve been 
passionate about making a difference 
to what it means to live with kidney 
disease. With your help, we can 
continue to provide vital support 
to kidney patients, campaign for 
improved care services, and create 
real, tangible change. 

Whether it’s offering professional 
counselling, providing a patient and 
their family with a grant for a well-
deserved respite break, or simply 

giving someone enough money 
to buy a small fridge to store their 
medications, your legacy can improve 
so many aspects of a kidney patient’s 
life. At the heart of it all, a gift in your 
Will is a gift of greater freedom for 
people facing kidney disease.

So, thank you for thinking of Kidney 
Care UK and for taking a step  
towards making a promise to care  
for kidney patients.

Fiona
Fiona Loud 
Director  
of Policy
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Your promise to care 
will help support future 
kidney patients

Any questions? Email us at 
giftsinwills@kidneycareuk.org

We promise to always be there for kidney patients. By leaving  
a gift in your Will to Kidney Care UK, you will stand alongside  
us, helping to keep that promise. 

Without the right support, it can be 
hard to cope with the physically and 
emotionally draining reality of living 
with kidney disease. We believe that 
no one should face this arduous 
journey alone. 

You can help us provide the very best 
practical, financial, and emotional 
support for years to come, and help 
us continue campaigning to improve 
care services for kidney patients and 
their families.

Most of the services we offer aren’t 
available through the NHS, yet they 
are so vital in helping people with 
kidney disease to live their lives to  
the fullest. 

Anyone can leave a gift ion their Will 
to charity. Whether you choose to 

leave a few hundred pounds, or a 
percentage of what’s left after you’ve 
taken care of your loved ones, a gift 
in your Will is simply another way to 
support a cause you care about. A 
gift in your Will means your care and 
support will continue to live on. 

There are 3.5 million people in the 
UK diagnosed with chronic kidney 
disease. By 2036, this is expected 
to increase to 4.2 million people. 
Without people like you choosing 
to leave such special gifts to us, we 
simply can’t be there for everyone 
who needs us.

 

A  third  
of our work  

relies on gifts  
in Wills



Here are some of the 
services your wonderful 
gift can provide:

Specialist 
counselling 
services for both 
children and adults

Grants  
to provide 
much needed 
holidays and 
respite breaks

Financial support 
to provide things 
such as medicine 
fridges and other 
essentials

National advocacy 
service, providing 
advice and support 
to anyone affected 
by kidney disease

Funding  
to improve care 
services around 
the UK
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Your questions answered

Do I have to be wealthy to  
leave a gift in my Will?
No, anyone can leave a gift in their 
Will, no matter how much money they 
have. As little as 1% of your estate can 
make a huge difference to the lives of 
people living with kidney disease and 
their families by funding our services.

How will you spend my money?
We promise to use your gift efficiently 
to have as big an impact on the lives 
of kidney patients as possible. Gifts 
in Wills directly fund our counselling 
service, our hardship grants and other 
financial support, our local advocates, 
as well as our campaigns for better 
care provisions. To learn more about 
the work your gift can make possible, 
please read our impact report at  
www.kidneycareuk.org/ 
about-us/our-impact/.

What will my family think?
We will always respect the fact that 
your loved ones come first when 
writing your Will. It is a reflection of 
what matters to you, and once you 
have taken care of those close to you, 
including a gift to a charity in your Will 
is a way for you to ensure your values 
live on.

Should I tell you if I’m planning  
on leaving you a gift?
Writing a Will can be very personal, 
and there is no obligation to tell 
us anything. However, we always 
welcome our supporters informing 
us of their intentions as it helps us to 
plan effectively for how many people 
we can help in the future. And of 
course, we would love to thank you for 
choosing to leave such a special gift 
to us. 

What if I change my mind?
You can easily amend your Will to 
add or remove certain wishes, this is 
entirely your decision. We understand 
that circumstances change and we 
respect your right to privacy. 

What is an executor?
An executor is the person or people 
responsible for making sure the 
wishes in your Will are carried out.  

Every gift 
makes a real 

difference
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You can choose a trusted friend, 
family member, or even a  
professional such as a lawyer. This 
person will let any beneficiaries 
know about their gifts, make any 
outstanding payments on your behalf, 
and deal with HMRC if necessary.

How do I write or make  
changes to my Will?
Whether you’re writing your first Will, 
or just making a change, it is important 
to use a solicitor or professional Will 
writer. They can help you with the Will 
writing process from start to finish. 
If you are just making changes, they 
can provide you with a codicil form 
to ensure that your amends do not 
conflict with the wishes contained in 
your existing Will.

What words do I need?
Your solicitor needs to add details 
of your gift, using these words: ‘…. to 
Kidney Care UK, a charity registered 
in England and Wales (270288) and 
Scotland (SC048198)) of 3-4 The 
Windmills, St Mary’s Close, Alton, 
GU34 1EF’.

You can write or amend your Will 
free of charge with Farewill, please 
see page 10.

Lesley Baker is one of 
many people leaving 
a gift to Kidney Care 
UK in their Will

I see writing my Will as a very 
positive experience – it’s a way of 
defining my legacy. It’s amazing to 
think that through my wishes, I can 
ensure my values live on.

“For me, the decision to include 
Kidney Care UK in my Will is a mix of 
emotional and rational – I decided 
I wanted to spread money further 
than just to my relations. It’s a way 
of helping other people and having 
a lasting impact on a cause I care 
about, and it costs me nothing now. 

“My ex-partner has kidney disease 
and has received help from Kidney 
Care in the past. I got in touch to find 
out more about the impact my gift 
could have on patients’ lives.

“It’s a horrible disease to live with, 
but knowing that my actions now will 
improve the lives of kidney patients 
and their families for years to come 
is an incredible feeling. 

Lesley
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Be part of a proud history
After her son started dialysis as a teenager, our founder 
Elizabeth Ward was driven to make life better for kidney 
patients. Here are just a few highlights from our history…

1971 - Elizabeth 
Ward helps to 
launch the Kidney 
Donor Card

1975 - The British 
Kidney Patient 
Association 
(BKPA) launches

1983 - Diana, Princess of 
Wales, opens the new BKPA-
funded Paediatric Renal Unit 
at Yorkhill Hospital, Glasgow

1997 - Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital renal 
unit opens with £750,000 
funding from BKPA

2012 - BKPA-funded 
Children’s Kidney 
Centre opens at  
Great Ormond  
Street Hospital

©GOSH

1971

2012
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2017 - BKPA is relaunched as 
Kidney Care UK. In the past 
10 years we have invested 
more than £9.5m to improve 
care and services for kidney 
patients across the UK. 

2020 – With the help of gifts in Wills, we were 
able to adapt quickly during the Covid-19 
pandemic. We wanted no-one to feel isolated or 
forgotten, and provided timely help and advice. 
We made sure that the voices and views of 
kidney patients were heard during the crisis. 

The future - Your gift could 
help fund improvements in 
healthcare, or invest in better 
facilities. You could help fund 
a vital new role, or support a 
project that delivers improved 
services. Or your gift could 
help work with key decision-
makers to drive real and 
sustainable improvements  
in kidney patient care. 

With a promise to care in your Will, you will continue this legacy of 
compassion. You will enable Kidney Care to be there for people living with 
chronic kidney disease in the future.

The
future2020
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Make or amend your Will 
free of charge today
You can get started writing your Will 
today from the comfort of your home 
through Farewill – the largest Will 
writer in the UK. Every Will is checked 
by an expert to make sure your wishes 
are clear. 

Visit online at  
farewill.com/kidneycare-free  
and enter the voucher code 
kidneycare-free  
at the checkout to make  
your Will for free.

If you don’t feel confident writing a 
Will online, you can make your Will 
over the phone with one of  
Farewill’s specialists – simply call  
020 8106 8207.

Would you like to speak with  
someone from Kidney Care UK first? 
Please call us on 01420 541424.

Every year our 
services help over

12,000
kidney patients 
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Ready to take the next step? 
Here’s what to do:

✔ Contact your solicitor or Farewill. They will take you 
through the process and ensure your Will is legal.

✔ Include this text in your Will (your solicitor or Farewill can 
explain this in more detail): ‘…. to Kidney Care UK, a charity 
registered in England and Wales (270288) and Scotland 
(SC048198)) of 3-4 The Windmills, St Mary’s Close,  
Alton, GU34 1EF’.

✔ Please let us know your plans by returning the enclosed 
form. Whether you decide to leave us a gift or not, 
knowing your intentions will help us plan for the future.

✔ Keep this business card and handbook safe,  
you may want to refer back to it. 
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If you have any further questions, please call  
us on 01420 541424, or email us directly at  
giftsinwills@kidneycareuk.org

Kidney Care UK, 3 The Windmills, St Mary’s Close, Turk Street, Alton GU34 1EF
Kidney Care UK is the operating name of the British Kidney Patient Association.
A charitable company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales 
(1228114). A charity registered in England and Wales (270288),  
and Scotland (SCO48198).

Today I am sitting on the bench 
where, in September, I felt like my 
world was just about at an end. I feel a 
sense of peace and well-being that I 
have not felt in a long time. I can 
without question thank you for guiding 
me on this journey. Words cannot 
express my gratitude for your help  
and sincerity.

Alesha, who is living with kidney disease and 
received support from our counselling service.

Kidney Care UK has been here for kidney 
patients for over 45 years. With your promise, 
through your gift in your Will, we will be here  
for many more.


