
 

 

 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the national charity Kidney Care UK to request your advice and 
reassurance on the matter of the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) and its continuation post-
Brexit. 
 
The EHIC system is of particular importance to people who are receiving renal dialysis as it allows 
them to continue to receive their dialysis treatment three times per week whilst travelling in the 
European Economic Area.  Without this, or a similar system, these people would be unable to visit 
family in Europe or to take holidays with their families. 
 
We are already receiving regular inquiries from patients regarding EHIC cards and whether or not 
they are able to continue to receive dialysis if they visit other European countries and I should like to 
ask you what advice we can give them, other than the system will continue to operate for the time 
being? 
 
Patients also ask what is being done to preserve the EHIC system as we progress through Brexit and 
I would be most grateful for your reassurance that EHIC will be included in negotiations with a view 
to preserving access to it for UK citizens.  Any further information with which you can provide me at 
this stage would be welcome so that we can reassure anxious patients. 
 
Formerly the British Kidney Patient Association (BKPA), Kidney Care UK has been providing direct 
support for kidney patients for over 40 years.  Last year we provided grants to patients totaling more 
than £1 million, giving them emotional and practical support – part of which was spent on providing 
grants towards the first holidays some patients had been able to take for a considerable time.  In 
addition, we fund NHS posts and capital investment in facilities for kidney treatment. 
 
Your reassurance and advice on this matter will be very welcome and if you are able to put me in 
touch with officials who may be able to help with more detail as Brexit progresses I would be very 
grateful. 
 
If I can provide you with further information or you would like to discuss this matter in more detail, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Fiona Loud  
Kidney Care UK Policy Director 
 
fiona.loud@kidneycareuk.org 
0044 1420 541424  
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